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COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Friday, September 12, 1997

DECISION ITEM B:

Staff Recommendation

Background

Report on Degree Completion and Persistence In
Indiana Public Postsecondary Education, 1990
Entering Freshmen: Biennial Report to the General
Assembly

That the attached document, Report on Degree Completion
and Persistence In Indiana Public Postsecondary Education,
1990 Entering Freshmen: Biennial Report to the General
Assembly, be approved for general distribution and
transmission to the General Assembly, the Governor, and
the Commission on Vocational and Technical Education, in
accordance with IC-12-0.5-8(12).

In 1987, the Indiana General Assembly amended IC 20-12-
0.5-8 to require the Commission for Higher Education to
“develop a definition for and report biennially on” degree
completion and persistence rates in Indiana postsecondary
education. Since that time, four reports have been issued,
including baccalaureate freshmen from 1984-85, 1986-87,
and Fall 1989.

The accompanying report follows the cohort of freshmen
entering in Fall 1990 for six years. Consistent with the
requirements set forth in the Federal Student Right-to-
Know and Campus Security Act of 1990, cohort completion
rates are available in this report for time periods equal to
150% of the “normal completion time.” For example,
baccalaureate student completion rates are to be reported
after six years, associate degrees after three years.

In May, 1997, the Commission was presented with the staff
working paper, Indiana Degree Completion in National
Context. This paper explored various national studies of
degree completion and the ability to compare Indiana data
with these studies. As a result of this paper, some
methodological changes have been made to the Commission
analysis and applied in this paper. These changes are fully
consistent with the National Center for Education Statistics
Graduation Rate Survey, which is likely to be the most
widely used source of national completion rate data in the
future. Principal changes include a cleaner definition of




students tracked, and more complete accounting for student
transfer activity (graduating, or continuing enrollment at a
public Indiana campus other than the campus of initial
enrollment).

There are five primary aspects of the attached report:

o Statewide data and highlights related to Indiana
degree completion and persistence.

¢ National context for Indiana’s dégree completion
rates.

e A brief presentation of campus-specific information on
degree completion and persistence rates at Indiana’s
public campuses.

e Preliminary findings on student transfer activity as it
relates to movement across campuses as well as
changes in degree objectives.

¢ An analysis of the measurement period used for
tracking degree completion rates. This explores the
general effects of extending the analysis from the
traditional six years to ten years.

Supporting Document Report on Degree Completion and Persistence In Indiana
Public Postsecondary Education, 1990 Entering Freshmen:
Biennial Report to the General Assembly (August 28, 1997).
Attached. '
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report tracks the degree completion and persistence rates of freshmen entering in Fall
1990. Entering freshmen are defined using data provided by the institutions in the
Student Information System (SIS) as first-time freshmen enrolling in the Fall 1990
enrollment term. All student categories are based on this first year of enrollment (full-time
or part-time in the fall semester, campus “home” of initial enrollment, degree objective,
major, and receipt of financial aid).

Degree Completion

¢ For 1990 baccalaureate-seeking freshmen, 45% completed their degree within six
years. The comparative figure for in-state residents was 41%. Of those freshmen who
initially enrolled full-time, 51% completed their degree within six years.

e For 1990 associate-seeking freshmen, 17% completed their degree within three years.
After six years, this figures grows to 23%. Of associate-seeking freshmen who initially
enrolled full-time, the three- and six-year degree completion rates were 25% and 32%,
respectively.

¢ Within three years of initial enrollment, 27% of the certificate-seeking students had
received their degree. Extending the analysis to six years raises this figure to 28%.

¢ The students demonstrating the lowest completion rates are the non-traditional-age
learners (over 25 years old when they first enroll), and black students. Among the non-
traditional-age students, only 8% of the baccalaureate-seekers and 17% of the associate-
seekers attained their original degree objective within six years. Among Black
students, these figures are 24% for baccalaureate-seekers and 11% for associate-
seekers.

Second-Year Persistence
e Across all entering Fall 1990 freshmen, 72% returned in the second year -- 64% to the
“home” campus where they initially enrolled, 7% to another Indiana public campus.

¢ The difference in measuring second year persistence in the fall term of the second year
versus any enrollment term of the second year is small. 68% of the entering freshmen
re-enrolled in the fall term of their second year, while an additional 3% skipped the fall
semester but re-enrolled in the spring or summer term.

o Second-year persistence measured more recently (Fall 1994 entering freshmen)
indicates a slight decline in persistence by freshmen, from 72% by 1990 freshmen to
71% by 1994 freshmen.




Institutional Degree Completion and Persistence

o While, statewide, 72% of the initial freshmen re-enrolled in the second year within
Indiana’s public system of higher education, 7% re-enrolled at a different campus than
where they had begun. This “transfer re-enrollment” ranges from 3% to 12% across
Indiana’s public campuses.

e Campus-level six-year degree completion rates for baccalaureate students range from
12% to 70% with significant variations by type of campus. Ranges for associate and
certificate degree completion (after six years) are 9% to 42% and 8% to 51%, -
respectively.

Student Dropout '

e As defined for this report, a student who drops out does not receive a degree at any
level, and does not re-enroll in Indiana public higher education at any time after the
first year for the duration of the analysis (the remaining five years). Using this
definition, 20% of all entering 1990 freshmen dropout: Certificate seeking students,
39%; Associate degree seeking students, 32%; Baccalaureate degree seeking students,
14%.

¢ Dropping out is not necessarily for reasons of academic failure. The average GPA of
those students who dropped out was 2.23 on a 4.0-point scale.

Indiana Performance Objectives

e The six-year degree completion rate for in-state associate and baccalaureate degree-
seeking students was 23% and 41%, respectively. The performance objectives last
affirmed in 1995 included a six-year associate degree completion rate of 30% and a six-
year baccalaureate degree completion rate of 40%. (Indiana performance objectives are
being revisited in 1997.)

Student Transfer

e Ofall Fall 1990 freshmen, 18% transferred to another public Indiana campus before
completing any degree. The largest share of these transfers -- 7% -- occurred between
the first and second year. Of these transferring students, 32% went on to finish a
degree (at any level), with 22% completing a degree at the same level at which they
were originally enrolled and another 10% completing at a different degree level.

Degree Objectives: Completing Other Than That Which Was Initially Indicated

e While most graduating students completed at the same degree level at which they had
initially enrolled, 4% of all 1990 entering freshmen completed a degree within six years,
but at a level other than that at which they entered as freshmen.

Measurement: Extended Analysis of Completion Rates Beyond the Sixth Year

¢ While the overall increase in the number of graduates is small between the sixth year
and the tenth, part-time students exhibit a more significant increase in the proportion
of completers. Among full-time enrolled students who graduated within ten years, 91%
had actually received their degree by the end of the sixth year. For the part-time
students, the proportion who completed within six years as opposed to ten years was
high (73% of the ten-year total), but not as high as that of the full-time students.




TABLE A

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS:
SUMMARY SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES OF 1990 FRESHMEN AT INDIANA
PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Non-Transferring Students All Entering Freshmen

Entering Remaining Non-Transfer Graduates at Graduates at Total
Freshmen Freshmen Graduates Home Campus Other Campuses Graduates
@ (b) {© () (e )

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
IU Bloomington 5,381 4,519 74% 62% : % 69%
IU East 176 146 14% 11% 5% 15%
IU Kokomo 436 319 8% 8% 4% 11%
IU Northwest : 619 607 16% 13% 5% 18%
IU South Bend ' 739 658 14% 12% _ 5% 16%
IU Southeast 884 751 17% 14% 3% 17%
IUPUI 2,450 2,032 13% 11% 5% 16%
IU Sub-total 10,685 9,032 44% 36% 6% 42%

PURDUE UNIVERSITY
PU West Lafayette 5,323 4,620 70% 62% 3% 65%
PU Calumet . 895 691 19% 15% 4% 19%
PU North Central 318 214 5% 3% 9% 12%
IP Fort Wayne 1,373 1,074 14% 12% 6% - 18%
PU Sub-total 7,909 6,599 53% 45% 4% 49%
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 3.575 2,985 65% 54% 3% 58%
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 2,084 1,630 37% 29% 3% 32%
UNIV OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 1,140 863 27% 21% 3% 24%

PUBLIC CAMPUS TOTAL 25,393 21,109 48% 40% 4% 45%
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TABLE B

ASSOCIATE DEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS:
SUMMARY SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES OF 1990 FRESHMEN AT INDIANA
PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Non-Transferring Students All Entering Freshmen

Entering Remaining Non-Transfer - Graduates at Graduates at Total
Freshmen Freshmen  Graduates Home Campus Other Campuses  Graduates
® ) W) D) ®) (1)

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
1U Bloomington 41 23 13% 7% 17% 24%
IU East 270 206 13% 10% 4% 14%
IU Kokomo 143 108 21% 18% 3% 20%
IU Northwest 34 29 34% 29% 3% 32%
1U South Bend na - - - - -
1U Southeast na - - - - -
IUPUI 123 102 23% ’ 19% 2% 20%
IU Sub-total 640 493 18% 14% 4% 18%

PURDUE UNIVERSITY
PU West Lafayette 574 421 46% 35% 2% 37%
PU Calumet 195 169 34% 30% 4% 34%
PU North Central 316 255 24% 20% 2% 22%
IP Fort Wayne 340 289 30% 26% 1% 27%
PU Sub-total 1,425 1,134 35% 29% 2% 31%
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 93 76 28% 23% 5% 28%
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 92 76 47% 41% 1% 42%
UNIV OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 77 61 34% _ 27% 4% 31%
VINCENNES UNIVERSITY 4481 - 3.419 32% 25% 1% 26%

IVY TECH STATE COLLEGE

ITSC 1-Northwest 341 302 0 13% 1% 14%
ITSC 2-North central 294 259 0 23% 0% 123%
ITSC 3-Northeast 162 147 0 9% 0% 9%
ITSC 4-Lafayette 167 142 0 17% - 1% 19%
ITSC 5-Kokomo 184 160 0 21% 1% 22%
ITSC 6-East Central 384 332 0 13% 1% 13%
ITSC 7-Wabash Valley 339 313 0 18% 1% 19%
ITSC 8-Central Indiana 621 553 0 13% 1% 14%
ITSC 9-Whitewater 198 171 0 17% 1% 18%
ITSC 10-Col/Blmgtn 281 238 0 13% . 2% 15%
ITSC 11- Southeast 91 83 0 31% 1% 32%
ITSC 12-Southwest 387 321 0 18% 1% 19%
ITSC 13-South Central 185 159 0 20% 1% 21%
ITSC Sub-total 3,634 3,180 0 16% 1% 17%
PUBLIC CAMPUS TOTAL ) 10,442 8,439 27% 22% 1% 23%

ERIC -~ 10
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BACKGROUND

In 1987, the Indiana General Assembly amended IC 20-12-0.5-8 to require the Commission
for Higher Education to “develop a definition for and report biennially on” degree
completion and persistence rates in Indiana postsecondary education. Since that time,
reports have been issued on baccalaureate students who began as freshmen in 1984-85,
1986-87, and 1989-90. These reports included similar reporting on associate-level students.

The data source for this analysis is the Commission’s Student Information System (SIS),
which is collected annually from each Indiana postsecondary institution.

Throughout the Commission’s reporting on degree completion and persistence, the primary
goal has been to provide consistently measured statewide data, usable in informing policy
decisions at the state level. However, there have been some methodological changes,
including improvements in defining the entering cohort of students, and attempts to “define
out” who do not meet a minimum enrollment criterion. These changes have effected cohort
sizes, and some degree, measured persistence and degree completion rates.

In May, 1997, the Commission was presented with two working papers designed to set the
stage for the next round of reporting on degree completion and persistence in Indiana: (1)
Campus Retention Programs at Indiana Public Institutions and (2) Indiana Degree
Completion in National Context The latter of these papers examined methodological issues
relating to comparability of national data sources with each other and with Commission
data. Suggested methodological changes have been incorporated into this current report.
While these changes introduce a disruption in the ability to compare past data from
Commission reports, there will now be a baseline to which future reports can be compared
with each other and with national data sources.

DEFINITIONS

Please note that categories of students are defined based on their initial enrollment. For
example, students identified as full-time attempted at least 12 credits in the Fall 1990
enrollment term. Age, financial aid receipt and campus housing are similarly based on the
first year (1990-91) of the analysis. .

Of 37,921 students defined in the Fall 1990 cohort, 25,836 were identified as seeking a
baccalaureate degree, 10,454 were identified as seeking an associate degree, and 1,600
were defined as seeking a certificate. The selection of the “cohort” of students is based on
an institutionally coded “cohort identifier” in the student information system record of each
student. SIS data from 1990-91 is the first year containing this selection field, which may
require additional refinement in future reports.

For purposes of this report, data and student groupings represented by fewer than 30
students are not displayed. The reason for the application of this decision rule is that the
degree completion and persistence rates measured on such a small number of students may
be statistically questionable. This is consistent with recent reporting by the Commission.



Degree Completion rates are reported as of the end of each annual data cycle." This holds
true whether rates are reported for three years, six years, etc.

GENERAL FINDINGS AND OBSERVATIONS

Full-Time versus Part-Time Enrollment

Full-time initial enrollment correlates positively with the completion of a degree. Along
with making greater progress toward the degree, students who enter full-time are generally
younger than their part-time counterparts. Students who enroll part-time may do so
because of work, family and financial constraints.

TABLE 1

S1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES,
BY DEGREE LEVEL AND ATTENDANCE STATUS

Full-Time Part-Time Total

Certificate 38% 16% 28%
Associate 32% 12% 23%
Baccalaureate 51% 7% 45%

Is There a “Most Likely” Student Completer?

If one were to describe the student most likely to persist through to completion of a college
degree in Indiana, using a few key characteristics, that student might have the
characteristics listed below. For illustrative purposes, this example is based on
baccalaureate students completing a degree within six years.

. e Full-Time Enroliment (Initial Attendance Status). Among
baccalaureate degree seeking students, 51% of students
who began by enrolling full-time completed their degree
within six years, versus 7% for part-time students.

"In general, degree completion rates are reported through six years of enrollment activity. How the summer
session data is counted can be a source of discrepancy between the Commission-generated figures reported
‘here and similar figures reported by the institutions. The Commission’s Student Information System
instructions have historically directed the institutions to report summer-term enrollment activity for the
fiscal year (July 1 to June 30) in which the majority of the term falls. Institutions with two distinct
summer sessions typically report the first summer session with the prior academic year and the second
summer session with the up-coming academic year. Institutions considering summer enroliment as a single
term most frequently, but not always, count the summer data with the prior academic year. Newly enacted
guidelines (signed into law on June 12, 1997 within Public Law 105-18) for Federal Student Right-to-Know
regulations direct institutions to count graduates through August 31 of each reporting year. This will be a
necessary point of refinement in future Commission studies of degree completion rates.

O
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o Immediate Enrollment After High school (Age at Entry).
Among all students seeking a baccalaureate degree, 52% of
those who were under 19 years of age when they initially
enrolled completed a degree within six years. Students 19
to 25 at initial enrollment completed at a rate of 40%. And
finally, 9% of those students who entered higher education
at more than 25 years old completed within six years. (75%
of the students who initially enroll at more than 25 years
old, enroll only part-time.)

o On-Campus Housing. 64% of baccalaureate degree seeking
students who lived on campus during the first year .
completed their degree within six years, while students
living off-campus completed at a rate of 22%. It should be
noted that on-campus students are typically younger, and
almost exclusively full-time.

In-State versus Out-of-State Students

Students from out-of-state complete at a substantially higher rate than those from in-state
(65% compared with 41%, respectively). While the overwhelming majority of out-of-state
students enroll full-time, full-time status does not account entirely for this success, as there
are significant differences reported between in-state and out-of-state full-time students (see

Table 2).
TABLE 2
S1X-YEAR DEGREE BACCALAUREATE COMPLETION RATES,
BY RESIDENCY AND ATTENDANCE STATUS
Full-Time Part-Time Total
In-State Resident 48% 7% 41%
Out-of-State Resident 66% 18% 65%
All Students 51% 7% 45%

Ethnic Origin

Indiana’s racial/ethnic majority student population (White) exhibited a six-year
baccalaureate degree completion rate of 46%. The racial/ethnic students with the highest
degree completion rate are Asian/Pacific Islanders, with a 56% baccalaureate degree
completion rate. The lowest degree completion rate by a racial/ethnic category is exhibited
by Black students (24% of baccalaureate students). As seen in Table 3, similar patterns
hold true for the associate degree-seeking students.




TABLE 3

S1X-YEAR DEGREE-COMPLETION RATES,
BY ETHNIC ORIGIN AND DEGREE-LEVEL

Certificate Associate Baccalaureate

Black 9% 11% 24%
American Native na 17% 41%
Asian/Pacific Islander na 35% 56%
Hispanic na 14% 36%
White 30% 25% 46%
Non-Resident Alien na na 54%
All Students ' 28% 23% 45%

Gender

Gender differences in degree completion are minor with the exception of certificate-seeking
women, of whom 24% complete within two years, compared to 12% of men. (After six years
the certificate completion rate is 34% for women and 15% for men.} Much of this difference
can be explained by examining completion rates within academic disciplines -- currently
slated for a follow-up study. Preliminary analysis indicates that one-third of the certificate-
seeking students are women seeking an LPN. This single sub-category of students
completed their degree at a rate of 34% within two years and 47% within six years.

TABLE 4

SI1X-YEAR DEGREE-COMPLETION RATES,
BY GENDER AND DEGREE-LEVEL

Certificate Associate Baccalaureate
Male 15% 24% 45%
Female 34% 22% 44%
All Students 28% 23% , 45%

Age at Enrollment

Most (95%) students who are under age 19 at the time they initially enroll in baccalaureate
studies enroll full-time. In comparison, 83% of those 19 to 25 years old, and 26% of those
over 25, enrolled full-time. The successful degree completion of the youngest group of
students is consistent with the general finding that students who initially enroll full-time
complete at a higher rate.



While the same general pattern holds true for associate-degree-seeking students (younger
students completing at a higher rate than older students), the trend is reversed among
certificate-degree-seeking students. Whether full-time or part-time, certificate-seeking
students over 25 years old at enrollment complete their degree at a higher rate than either
of the younger sub-groups.

TABLE 5

S1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES,
BY DEGREE LEVEL, AGE AND ATTENDANCE STATUS

Full-Time Part-Time Total

Baccalaureate
Under 19 years 55% 12% 52%
19 to 25 years 46% 7% 40%
Over 25 years 22% 4% 8%
All Students 51% 7% 45%

Associate
Under 19 years 36% 14% 31%
19 to 25 years 29% 10% 23%
Over 25 years 30% 12% 17%
All Students 32% 12% 23%

Certificate
Under 19 years 29% - 11% 23%
19 to 25 years 36% 15% 27%
Over 25 years 43% 17% 30%
All Students 38% 16% 28%

Financial Aid

In the presentation of previous reports, it has frequently been asked how Indiana state
grant recipients do compared to the student population as a whole. Unfortunately, our
measure is still imperfect. Because the state grant program is need-based, the best
comparison would be between state grant recipients and non-recipients with a similar
income status. Such a comparison is not available because the Student Information
System only contains income data on financial aid recipients. We can, however, compare
recipients of financial aid against the general student population. [t should be noted that
the following categories are not exclusive. Financial aid packaging may place an individual
Student in more than one category.

In general, the best “performing” students with regard to degree completion are
baccalaureate students who receive work study aid, and certificate students on state
grants. When comparing aid recipients with the total student population, financial aid
recipients at the certificate and associate levels complete at substantially higher rates than
the student population as a whole.



TABLE 6

SIX-YEAR DEGREE-COMPLETION RATES,
BY FINANCIAL AID RECEIPT AND DEGREE-LEVEL

Certificate Associate Baccalaureate
State Grants 50% 33% 43%
Federal Grants 39% 35% 41%
Student Loans 48% 34% 44%
Work Study na 35% 49%
Any Financial Aid 44% 33% 43%
No Financial Aid 21% 20% 45%
All Students 28% 23% 45%

Dropout

For two basic reasons, it is impossible to determine whether a student has “dropped out” of
postsecondary education: (1) a student may re-enter postsecondary education at any time in
his or her lifetime, requiring an analysis time period that cannot be implemented; and (2)
the determination that a student’s educational objective is a degree is somewhat arbitrary
and results in categorizing students as degree-seeking when, in fact, they may only be after
a course or two. Students who do not re-enroll are often referred to as “stop-outs,” because
of their potential to re-enroll at a later date.

For purposes of this analysis, dropouts are labeled “not again enrolled” in the data tables.
These are students who, after initially enrolling as freshmen, are not found again in
Indiana public postsecondary education for the duration of the analysis (the next five
years), and have not received a degree at any level.

Among baccalaureate students, the highest dropout rates are found among students over

25 years old when they first enroll (33%), non-resident aliens (22%), Black students (20%),
and off-campus students (21%). Interestingly, the non-resident aliens, while exhibiting the
highest dropout rate, also complete baccalaureate degrees at one of the highest rates (54%).

At the associate level, the students with the highest measured dropout rates are Black
students (43%) and students over 25 years old at enrollment (43%). Even among Black -
students who enroll full-time, the dropout rate is 38%.

Certificate students show the most differentiation in dropout behavior when comparing
gender and ethnic categories. Of the Black and Hispanic certificate-seeking students, 49%
and 50%, respectively, leave after the first year without a degree compared to 37% of the
white students. This compares to 39% for all certificate-seeking students. Among males
49% dropped out, compared to 34% of females.



There is an interesting observation, however, with regard to dropouts. Particularly in
technical courses, the student’s objective may only be the course and not a degree. Looking
at the Grade Point Averages (GPA) for those students who did not return after the first
year, these students exhibited an average GPA of 2.23. Among certificate-level students
who did not return after the first year, the GPA was 2.58.

This is an important observation relating to students’ educational objectives. In general, a
student must enter an academic program even if he or she only wants a course or two. And
while the GPAs of students who leave after only one year are not as high as those of the
students who remain, “dropping out” does not necessarily imply “failing out” of higher
education. This data confirms the notion that many students depart higher education
while still in good academic standing.

TABLE 7

AVERAGE CUMULATIVE GRADE POINT AVERAGE OF STUDENTS,
BY “DROPOUT” STATUS AND INITIAL DEGREE-LEVEL

Students Not Enrolled  Students Persisting All
Again After the First Year After the first year  Students
Certificate Students 2.57 2.79 2.73
Associate Students 2.46 2.66 2.61
Baccalaureate Students 1.99 ' 2.73 2.65
All Students 2.23 2.72 2.64

Table 8 details the basic figures for student dropout activity, as defined for this report. As
the data indicates, students with a higher degree objective exhibit a lower dropout rate.
Similarly, students who initially enroll full-time have a lower rate of dropout.

TABLE 8

PERCENT OF STUDENTS NOT ENROLLING AGAIN (DROPOUTS)
AFTER THE FIRST YEAR, BY DEGREE OBJECTIVE AND
INITIAL ATTENDANCE STATUS

Full-Time Part-Time Total

Certificate 32% 47% 39%
Associate . 24% 44% 32%
Baccalaureate 11% 31% 14%
All Students 14% 39% 20%
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Basic Persistence and Degree Completion: Baccalaureate Students

FIGURE 1

BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS: SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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The critical time period for retaining students is between the first and second years. As
evidenced in Figure 1, 21% of baccalaureate degree-seeking students do not return for the
second year. It should be noted that some of these departing students (about 7% of the
original student cohort) re-enroll at some time after the second year.

Most of Indiana’s baccalaureate degree recipients take more than four years to complete
their degree. The calculated average time-to-degree (averaged across whole years only) is
4.7 years for baccalaureate students. Data for Figure 1 indicates that 45% of the entering
baccalaureate students receive a degree within six years. Only 18% complete within four
years.

Figure 2 and Figure 3, on the next page, contrast students who begin their studies full-time
versus part-time. Of the baccalaureate students who began their studies full-time at an
Indiana public college or university, 51% received a baccalaureate degree within six years.
For those beginning part-time, this figure is only 7%.
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FIGURE 2

FULL-TIME BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS:
SI1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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FIGURE 3
PART-TIME BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS:
SI1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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Basic Persistence and Degree Completion: Associate Students

FIGURE 4

ASSOCIATE STUDENTS: SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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Among students who began by seeking an associate degree in Fall 1990, 8% completed
within two years, 17% after three years, and 23% after six years. While Federal guidelines
suggest that the measurement period for degree completion should be “150% of the normal
full-time completion expectation” (three years, in this case), many students complete after
more than three years. In addition, 10% of the original students are still enrolled in the
sixth year, but have not yet completed a degree.

As with the baccalaureate students, the most noticeable departure of students occurs before
the second year. 42% of the students who begin by seeking an associate degree do not
return in the second year. This includes 32% who do not return again within the six-year
period of analysis (“dropouts”), and another 10% who leave between the first and second
years, but re-enroll sometime after the second year.

Figure 5 and Figure 6, on the following page, show similar data, contrasting students who
begin seeking an associate degree by enrolling full-time with those who begin part-time.
While 32% of the full-time students do not return for the second year, 55% of the part-time
students do not re-enroll. Six-year degree-completion for full-time students is nearly 32%,
while for part-time students, only 12% complete within six years.
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FIGURE 5

FULL-TIME ASSOCIATE STUDENTS:
SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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FIGURE 6

PART-TIME ASSOCIATE STUDENTS:
SI1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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Basic Persistence and Degree Completion: Certificate Students

FIGURE 7

CERTIFICATE STUDENTS: SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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In previous reports, the Commission has not reported on degree completion and persistence
for certificate students. The principal reason for this was a lack of a good definition of an
entering freshman at the certificate level in the Student Information System data.

Looking at the measurement period, very few certificate-seeking students receive their
degree after more than three years -- only 2% overall, and similarly for full-time (1.5%) and
part-time (2.4%).

Nearly half of the certificate-seeking students do not return in the second year, and
comparatively few transfer to other institutions.



FIGURE 8

FULL-TIME CERTIFICATE STUDENTS:
SI1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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FIGURE 9

PART-TIME CERTIFICATE STUDENTS:
S1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
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SECOND-YEAR PERSISTENCE

Second-Year Persistence is measured as the number of entering freshmen who return for
enrollment in the next academic year. There are, however, different methods of
measurement. First, Fall-to-Fall persistencemeasures only those students who re-enroll in
the fall term of the second year. Second, Fall-to-Anytime persistencemeasures students as
persisters is they re-enroll in any enrollment term of the second year. (Most Indiana
institutions measure persistence Fall-to-Fall.)

A third distinction in the measurement of persistence is the campus or institution to which
the student returns. While individual campuses can only measure returning students at
their own campuses, and institutions can track return enrollment within their campus
collective, the Commission’s Student Information System allows tracking of students
throughout the Indiana Public Postsecondary System.

Historically, the Commission has reported second year persistence simply as those students
who return the second year, anytime-anyplace. This means that a student, once defined as
an initial student at one campus, is continued to be reported as a persister for as long as he
or she is enrolled at any Indiana Public campus, and at any time during the year. While
the resulting number is not inaccurate, it differs substantially from what the campuses are
able to report about themselves. Using the data presented in Table 9, the Commission-
reported persistence rate would usually be reported as 72%. Individual campus data --
typically reporting fall-to-fall persistence, and unable to track re-enrollment across campus
lines -- would yield a figure closer to the 62% found in the upper left of Table 9. As this
data indicates, 7% of Indiana’s entering freshmen re-enroll for the second-year at an
Indiana public campus other than where they began.

TABLE 9

SECOND-YEAR PERSISTENCE (%) OF 1990 ENTERING FRESHMEN,
BY HOME-CAMPUS RE-ENROLLMENT AND TIMEFRAME OF RE-ENROLLMENT

Location of Re-Enrollment

“Home” other Public ANY Campus

Campus Campus (TOTAL)
Re-enrolling in the Fall Semester 62.0% 6.2% 68.2%
of the Second-Year
Re-enrolling in ANY Enrollment 64.3% 7.3% 71.6%

Term of the Second Year



A fourth distinction in the measurement of second-year persistence is whether or not a
degree objective is attributed to entering freshmen. While the Commission’s reporting has
typically tracked students under the degree objective reported by the institutions in the
Student Information System, institutional reporting often lumps all freshmen together in
the reporting of second-year persistence. The persistence of entering freshmen, by level of
degree objective and attendance status, and total are detailed in Table 10, below.

TABLE 10

SECOND-YEAR PERSISTENCE* RATES OF 1990 ENTERING FRESHMEN,
BY DEGREE LEVEL AND ATTENDANCE STATUS
(STUDENTS RE-ENROLLING AT ANYTIME AND ANYPLACE IN THE SECOND YEAR)

Full-Time Part-Time Total

Certificate 61.9% 42.4% 52.9%
Associate 67.7% 44.1% 57.9%
Baccalaureate 82.1% 56.1% 78.6%
All Degree Levels 78.4% 49.4% 71.6%

* As a measure of student success, students are counted as “persisters” if
they either enroll in the second year or complete their degree within two
years (including the first year).

Second-Year Persistence by Fall 1994 Entering Freshmen: Preliminary Findings

When viewing data on second-year persistence by 1990 freshmen, the immediate concern is
that the data is several years old and many factors, both internal and external to the
institutions, have changed. More recent data on second-year persistence (1994 entering
freshmen) indicate that there has been a slight decline in persistence (about 1%) compared
with the 1990 freshmen. This appears consistent with institutional comments as well as
national trends. Following is a list of preliminary findings, comparing the second-year
persistence rates of the 1990 and 1994 freshmen:

e Overall second-year persistence by 1994 freshmen is 1% lower that that of 1990
freshmen (72% and 71%, respectively).

e The sub-group of students démonstrating the most significant decline in
persistence rates is students who are over 25 years old when they first enroll,
with second-year persistence declining from 49% to 42%.

e Overall persistence by full-time students declined 1% (78% to 77%), while part-
time student persistence declined 5% from 49% to 44%.

e While the persistence rates for in-state students declined 2% from 71% to 69%,
that of out-of-state students increased from 81% to 83%

Data on this more recent cohort of students is contained in the data appendix, series I.
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NATIONAL COMPARISONS AND CONTEXT

In the May 1997 working paper, Indiana Degree Completion in National Context, data was
presented comparing Commission data on Indiana degree completion rates with national
data from various studies. Figure 10, below, is replicated from that report, and includes
comparative data from the current preliminary report. While a “most comparable” figure
from the 1996 Commission study required some adjustment to the standard reporting or
method, with new methodology, comparable data is available with no needed adjustments.

Comparing Commission 1997 data to that of the national studies requires, in general, that
only completers at the “Home campus” be reported for comparison. The exception is the
comparison to the National Center for Education Statistics’ Beginning Postsecondary
Students Study (BPS). Like the Commission data, the BPS accommodates student degree
completion beyond the campus at which the student initially enrolls.

COMPARATIVE BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETION RATES
REPORTED BY THE COMMISSION AND NATIONAL STUDIES

FIGURE 10

National Studies 1996 Commission Study 1997 Commission
data

Basic definition of National Comparable Adjustment From
students tracked for Study Completion | completion Necessary for Current
deﬁree comgletion listed rate rate comBarable data Regort
First-time, full-time no adjustment,
freshman baccalaureate NCAA 53% use full-time sub- 51% (at any campus)
students completing a 59% cohort
baccalaureate degree CSRDE 55% 46% (at Home campus)
within six years
All first-time replace students
baccalaureate freshmen HERI 39% excluded by the 45% (at any campus)
completing a 47% 12-credit filter
baccalaureate degree AASCU 41% 40% (at Home campus)
within six years
First-time, full-time no adjustment,
freshman baccalaureate ACT 46% 51% use full-time sub- 43% (at any campus)
students completing a cohort after 5
baccalaureate degree years 40% (at Home campus)
within five years
First-time freshman replace students
baccalaureate students NCES- 48%* 40%* excluded by the
completing a degree BPS 12-credit filter and | 43% (at any campus)
within five years at any use full-time sub-
institution cohort after 5 yrs

* Commission and NCES-BPS studies track completion outside of the first-enrolled campus. The Commission tracks
students to any Indiana public campus, while the NCES-BPS study accounts for student degree completion anywhere. For
all other national reports listed above, the comparative commission figure from the 1997 data is for “Home campus”

completion only.

? Indiana Degree Completion in National Context: Working Paper. May, 1997, (Figure 3).
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DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE
AT INDIANA'S PUBLIC CAMPUSES

About the Campus Data

Like the statewide data presented earlier in this paper, the degree completion and
persistence data for each individual campus is from an analysis of the Student Information
System (SIS) data provided to the Commission by the institutions each year. While there
may be some slight variation between the data presented here and that produced by the
institutions, every effort has been made to provide, or have available, comparable figures to
what the institutions might report for themselves. (Please refer to the footnote in the
“definitions” section of this paper for one explanation of variation.)

When considering data comparisons between campuses, some factors which contribute to
higher or lower degree completion and persistence cannot be measured using current data.
For example, SAT scores, high school rank, and other measures of preparedness will not be
introduced into the SIS data until the 1997-98 entering class of students. These are factors
suggested by the institutions as important in considering the nature of the student
population and campus differentiation. Factoring in these elements prior to the 1997-98
cohort of students would require a special data collection from the institutions.

In October, 1996, the Commission adopted the Policy for Authorizing New Campuses and
Off-Campus Sites. This new policy refines the treatment of Indiana’s 28 campuses (as
presented herein) and their instructional locations to 31 campuses and 12 instructional
centers. Because data definitions under which student enrollment and degree activity are
reported in this study were established prior to the implementation of this policy, all
campus data are reported under the “old” nomenclature. Staff are working on the details of
the implementation of this policy.

.General Findings

Persistence and completion data, by campus, can be found in the appendix of this report,
beginning with "Series E." A minimum of data charts are presented here to illustrate the
variations found in Indiana’s public colleges and universities. '

Statewide, 72% of all entering freshmen are found to re-enroll in the second year
somewhere at an Indiana public college or university. While about 64% of the Fall 1990
entering freshmen re-enrolled in the second year at the same campus at which they first
enrolled, more than 7% re-enrolled at a campus other than the one at which they began.
The campus data are displayed in Figure 14.

At the beginning of this paper, the notion of a “most likely completer” student was
‘presented. That student is a full-time-enrolled student, entering college directly out of high
school, who lives on-campus. Figure 11 underscores the effect of the enrollment of students
who fit this definition. Indiana University Bloomington, Purdue University West Lafayette
and Ball State University freshmen fit this definition more closely than any of the other
Indiana public colleges and universities. There reported completion rates clearly set them
apart from the other campuses, who serve a higher proportion of non-traditional students,
and have more lenient admission policies.

N
=3



FIGURE 11

4-YEAR AND 6-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES OF
FALL 1990 BACCALAUREATE FRESHMEN,
BY CAMPUS OF INITIAL ENROLLMENT’

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Ll

e e e

IUBloomington

IU East
IUKokomo
IUNorthwest
IU So uth Bend
IU Southeast
WP UI

PU West Lalayette

PUCalumet
PUNorth Central
IP Fort Wayne

Indiana State

Ball State

Southern Indiana

o e e e e e e e e mm e m e mm e, m— m—,—r—,—r — m—,——— — e ———— - o

38 N1 P

Public Total

W Complete w ithin 4 years O Complete w ithin 6 years

The completion of an associate degree by associate-seeking students varies widely, from a
campus-high 42% down to about 9%. This data is displayed in Figure 12a. As presented in
Figure 12b, some of these students continue into baccalaureate studies — often without
completing an associate degree. Statewide, about 23% of those students identified as
associate-degree-seeking completed only an associate degree within six years. In addition,
4% went directly to the completion of a baccalaureate degree, and another 4% completed
both an associate degree and a baccalaureate degree -- within the six-year timeframe.
While some students may not have intended to complete a degree in the first place, but
rather were in pursuit of only a class or two, this is a factor that cannot be measured using
current data. When comparing the completion rates of associate degree students with
baccalaureate degree students, associate-level students are more frequently part-time and
older — two factors, at any level of degree objective, associated with lower completion rates.

* Students counted as “completers” in this figure have received their degree from any public Indiana
college or university. For details of completion by original campus versus a transfer institution,
refer to the data appendix.
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FIGURE 12a

3-YEAR AND 6-YEAR ASSOCIATE DEGREE COMPLETION RATES OF
FALL 1990 ASSOCIATE FRESHMEN,
BY CAMPUS OF INITIAL ENROLLMENT'
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! Students counted as “completers” in this figure have received their degree from any public Indiana
college or university. For details of completion by original campus versus a transfer institution,
refer to the data appendix. .
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FIGURE 12b

DEGREE COMPLETION BY 1990 ASSOCIATE FRESHMEN,
BY CAMPUS OF INITIAL ENROLLMENT' ENROLLMENT
AND DEGREE((S) RECEIVED WITHIN SIX YEARS
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® Students counted as “completers” in this figure have received their degree from any public Indiana
college or university. For details of completion by original campus versus a transfer institution,
refer to the data appendix.
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Certificate students display a higher completion rate than associate students, with a 3-year
completion rate ranging from 8% to 51% (Figure 13). It is likely that this stems from the
shorter, more focused curriculum (with a strong contribution from LPN programs).
However, a smaller percentage of the students who initially are identified as certificate-
seeking move on to complete a higher degree within the six-year timeframe. Whereas 8%
of the associate-seeking students went on to complete a baccalaureate degree within the
six-year timeframe, 6% of the certificate-seeking students went on to complete an associate
degree and another ¥ of 1% went on to complete a baccalaureate degree.

FIGURE 13

3-YEAR AND 6-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES OF
FALL 1990 CERTIFICATE FRESHMEN,
BY CAMPUS OF INITIAL ENROLLMENT® ENROLLMENT
(PUBLIC INDIANA TWO-YEAR CAMPUSES ONLY)
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® Students counted as “completers” in this figure have received their degree from any public Indiana
college or university. For details of completion by original campus versus a transfer institution,
refer to the data appendix.
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FIGURE 14

SECOND-YEAR PERSISTENCE RATES’ OF FALL 1990 ENTERING FRESHMEN,
BY CAMPUS OF ORIGINAL AND RETURN’ ENROLLMENT
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m Persist at Home Campus

" The time period for measuring second-year persistence in this example includes as a persister any
student who returns for enrollment at any time during the second (1991-92) year.

® Students who return in the second year, but at any Indiana Public Campus other than their initial
Fall 1990 enrollment are indicated to “persist at other state campus.
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PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

In 1991, the Commission adopted a series of performance objectives relating to degree
completion and persistence rates. These objectives were reaffirmed in 1995 and are being
reconsidered in 1997.

e By the year 2000, the statewide degree completion rate for Hoosier baccalaureate students
should exceed 40 percent.

With this report, 41% of the entering 1990 baccalaureate degree seeking
freshmen from Indiana received a baccalaureate degree within six years.

o By the year 2000, the statewide degree completion rate for Hoosier associate degree
students should exceed 30 percent.

With this report, 23% of the entering 1990 associate degree seeking freshmen
from Indiana received a associate degree within six years. 17% received an
associate degree within three years (reported as 150% of the normally-
expected completion by a full-time enrolled student).

o By the year 2000, the Black share of Hoosier baccalaureate degree completions should
correspond to the Black share of Indiana's population.

Although this objective does not directly address the issue of degree
completion rates, it is appropriate to note that baccalaureate degree seeking
Black students exhibited a six-year degree completion rate of 24%, compared
to 45% by all entering baccalaureate freshmen. Indiana’s share of Black
undergraduate enrollment remains below the Black share of the Indiana
population. In this analysis, 7% of the students identified in the cohort are
black, and 3% of all students who completed a degree at any level are black.
Both figures indicate an underrepresentation of black students when
compared to the fact that 7.8% of the Indiana population is black’ and further
exacerbate the lower educational attainment levels demonstrated by this
population.

STUDENT TRANSFER

There are two particularly interesting aspects of student transfer. The first, and most
obvious, is transfer between campuses or institutions. Based on the second-year
persistence data presented earlier in Table 9, 7% of entering freshmen transfer to another
campus between the first and second years. Ultimately 18% of the 1990 entering freshmen
transferred to another campus before receiving a degree of any level. (Detailed reporting
on student transfer will be presented in a future report to the Commission.)

® Population figures are the the Bureau of the Census, 1990 Decennial Census.



Another aspect of student transfer is the crossing of degree objectives. Table 11 displays
the extent to which students begin their studies classified with one degree objective and
ultimately graduate at a different level. For example, data presented earlier indicates that
45% of entering baccalaureate freshmen completed a baccalaureate degree within six years.
However, an additional 3% altered their objective and completed a certificate or associate
degree. Of the students originally identified as associate degree seeking, 8% actually
graduated with a baccalaureate within six years. And, of the certificate-seeking students,
6% move on to the completion of an associate degree (and less than 1% to a baccalaureate).

TABLE 11

HIGHEST DEGREE RECEIVED, BY INITIAL DEGREE OBJECTIVE

Initial Degree Beginning =~ -----—--- Highest Degree Received within Six Years --------
Objective Students  Certificate Associate  Baccalaureate ANY level
Technical Certificate 1,600 420 95 8 523
Associate Degree 10,454 140 2,049 852 3,041
Baccalaureate Degree 25,836 138 826 11,532 12,496
Total" 37,921 699 2,970 12,400 16,069

Degree Completion Rates by Non-Transferring Students

The overall findings in this report indicate that 45% of the entering baccalaureate-seeking
freshmen received a baccalaureate degree from any public Indiana college or university
within six years (23% for associate-seeking students). Most of these students (41% of
baccalaureate students and 22% of associate students) graduated from the same campus at
which they had originally enrolled. Findings further indicate that 18% of all 1990 entering
freshmen transferred to another public Indiana campus before receiving any degree. The
question is, For those students who do not transfer, what is the graduation rate?

Of those students who remained at their campus of original enrollment, 48% of
baccalaureate-seeking students received their degree within six years and 27% of associate-
seeking students received their associate degree within six years.

' “Total” includes 31 students not identified in SIS data with an explicit degree objective.
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Table 12 and Table 13 detail the different completion rate measures for each campus.
When reading these two tables, please use the following definitions:

Home Campus Graduates:

Transfer Campus Graduates:

Total Graduates:

Non-Transfer Graduates:

Of all beginning freshmen at that degree level, the percent
who completed their degree at the original campus.

Of all beginning freshmen at that degree level, the percent
who completed their degree at a campus other than the
original campus.

Of all beginning freshmen at that degree level, the percent
who completed their degree at any campus.

Of all beginning freshmen at that degree level and who
remain at the original campus, the percent who completed
their degree at the original campus. (Transfer students are
removed from the denominator for this calculation.)

TABLE 12

MULTIPLE MEASURES OF SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES
FOR BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS: 1990 FRESHMEN, BY CAMPUS

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
IU Bloomington
IU East
IU Kokomo
IU Northwest
IU South Bend
IU Southeast
IUPUI
IU Sub-total

PURDUE UNIVERSITY

PU West Lafayette

PU Calumet

PU North Central

IP Fort Wayne

PU Sub-total

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIV OF SOUTHERN INDIANA

PUBLIC CAMPUS TOTAL

Home Transfer Non-
Campus Campus Total Transfer
Graduates Graduates Graduates  Graduates

(@) (b) (© @

62% 7% 69% 74%
11% 5% 15% 14%

8% 4% 11% 8%
13% 5% 18% 16%
12% 5% 16% 14%
14% 3% 17% 17%
11% 5% 16% 13%
36% 6% 42% 44%
62% 3% 65% 70%
15% 4% 19% 19%

3% 9% 12% 4%
12% 6% 18% 14%
45% 4% 49% 53%
54% 3% 58% 65%
29% 3% 32% 37%
21% 3% 24% 27%
40% 4% 45% 48%
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TABLE 13

MULTIPLE MEASURES OF SIX-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES
FOR ASSOCIATE STUDENTS: 1990 FRESHMEN, BY CAMPUS

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
IU Bloomington
IU East
IU Kokomo
IU Northwest
IU South Bend
IU Southeast
TUPUI
IU Sub-total

PURDUE UNIVERSITY
PU West Lafayette
PU Calumet
PU North Central
IP Fort Wayne
PU Sub-total

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIV OF SOUTHERN INDIANA
VINCENNES UNIVERSITY

IVY TECH STATE COLLEGE
ITSC 1-Northwest
ITSC 2-North central
ITSC 3-Northeast
ITSC 4-Lafayette
ITSC 5-Kokomo
ITSC 6-East Central
ITSC 7-Wabash Valley
ITSC 8-Central Indiana
ITSC 9-Whitewater
ITSC 10-Col/Blmgtn
ITSC 11- Southeast
ITSC 12-Southwest
ITSC 13-South Central

ITSC Sub-total

PUBLIC CAMPUS TOTAL

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Home
Campus
Graduates

(@)

7%
10%
18%
29%

19%
14%

35%
30%
20%
26%
29%

23%
41%
27%

25%

13%
23%

9%
17%
21%
13%
18%
13%
17%
13%
31%
18%
20%
16%

22%

Transfer
Campus
Graduates

w
o

(®)

17%
4%
3%
3%
2%
4%

2%
4%
2%
1%
2%

5%
1%
4%

1%

1%
0%
0%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
2%
1%
1%
1%
1%

1%

Total
Graduates

(©

24%
14%
20%
32%

20%
18%

37%
34%
22%
27%
31%

28%
42%
31%

26%

14%
23%

9%
19%
22%
13%
19%
14%
18%
15%
32%
19%
21%
17%

23%

Non-
Transfer
Graduates

()

13%
13%
21%
34%

23%
18%

46%
34%
24%
30%
35%

28%
47%
34%

32%

14%
26%
10%
19%
24%
15%
19%
15%
18%
14%
34%
21%
23%
18%

27%



Table 14 summarizes the six-year degree completion rates for those students who transfer
from their original campus before receiving any degree -- the students removed for
calculation of the last column in Table 12 and Table 13. It is interesting to note that a
small group of students (4%) return to the original campus to receive their degree. In
addition, 7% of the baccalaureate students who transfer receive an associate degree, 16% of
the associate students who transfer receive a baccalaureate degree, and 11% of the
certificate students receive a baccalaureate degree (plus another 5%, an associate degree).

TABLE 14

S1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES FOR STUDENTS WHO TRANSFER
FROM THE ORIGINAL CAMPUS PRIOR TO ANY DEGREE,
BY DEGREE LEVEL AND PLACE OF COMPLETION

Complete Complete Complete

ANY Degree ANY Degree ANY Degree

Transfer at Original at Other at ANY
Students Campus Campus Campus

Baccalaureate 4,727 4% 32% 36%
Associate 2,004 3% 23% 26%
Certificate 154 6% 16% 21%
Total 6,885 4% 29% 33%

In general, those students who transfer demonstrate a lower degree completion rate than
those who do not. However, if the degree completion rate for transfer students is measured
as the percent of the students who complete any degree, the completion rate for the
associate transfer students approaches that of the non-transferring students. For non-
transferring associate-seeking students the six-year degree completion rate was 27%. For
the transfer students who began at the associate degree level, 26% received either an
associate or a baccalaureate degree within six years. The breakdown of degree level
completions by transfer students is detailed in Table 15.

TABLE 15

S1X-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION RATES FOR STUDENTS WHO TRANSFER PRIOR TO ANY
DEGREE, BY DEGREE LEVEL AND TYPE OF DEGREE RECEIVED

Complete Complete Complete Complete

Transfer Technical Associate Baccalaureate Either

Students Certificate Degree Degree Degree

Baccalaureate 4,727 2% 7% 27% 36%
Associate 2,004 2% 8% 16% 26%
Certificate 154 6% 11% 5% 21%
Total 6885 2% 7% 24% 33%
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MEASURING DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE:
SIX YEARS VERSUS TEN YEARS

Background

Most national degree completion studies follow students for six years." This time period is
consistent with Federal Student Right-to-Know (SRK) regulations as well as the reporting
guidelines of the Graduation Rate Survey (GRS) administered by the National Center for
Education Statistics. An exception to the six-year measurement principle is found in the
completion study conducted by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA. In this
case, degree completion for all baccalaureate students (full-time and part-time) is reported
after four, six, and nine years. Between year six and year nine, the reported completion
rate for students at public universities increases by only 1% (from 40% to 41%) .

Current Data

In the current document, graduation rates are followed through the sixth year, even for
certificate and associate degree-seeking students, to provide a more complete picture of the
1990 entering freshman class. The graduation rates for intervening years, such as the
three-year graduation rate for associated-seeking students, are also in the data tables.

While consistency with past practice and national benchmarks is important, some Indiana
institutions have indicated that tracking baccalaureate students for six years, and associate
students for three years, is insufficient, particularly for part-time-enrolled students. This
analysis explores the effect on completion rates of tracking associate and baccalaureate
students beyond six years. Tables 16 and 17 and Figures 15 through 18 are presented on
the following pages, tracking associate and baccalaureate-seeking freshmen from 1986-87
through the 1995-96 school year -- ten years.

[Note: In going back to an earlier cohort of students, first-time enrollment status and the students’ start date
are not as well-defined as they are beginning with the 1990-91 data. It is not recommended that this 10-year
data be separated into sub-coharts such as campus, gender, ethnic, or age groups. While the broadly-defined
data presented here are consistent with past reporting, anomalies may result from smaller data sets.]

Findings

Among baccalaureate degree-seeking students, increases in the number of students who
graduate are very small after the sixth year. For full-time (initial enrollment) students, the
cumulative degree completion rate rises by only 3% between the sixth and seventh years,
followed by progressively smaller increases in each of years eight, nine, and ten. This
minimal increase in the number of graduates beyond the sixth year is consistent with the
findings of the UCLA study mentioned above. For part-time students, the increase in the
cumulative degree completion rate is similar, but proportionally greater when the total
number of degree recipients is compared.

"' A comparative look at several national studies was reported to the Commission in May, 1997, in
the staff working paper, Degree Completion and Persistence in National Context.
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Among associate degree-seeking students, there are slight gains reported beyond the sixth
year. Most of this gain, however, is attributable to students who transfer their degree
objective and are completing baccalaureate programs."

Associate degree-seeking students exhibit a significant increase in graduates when tracked
between years three and six. Under the SRK reporting method, associate degree seekers
are tracked for 150% of the normal time to completion -- three years. However, the number
of graduates increases from 21% to 34% between year three and year six for students who
begin full-time and from 4% to 12% for students who begin part-time.

In all groups, there are students still enrolled in the tenth year who have not received a
degree. Combined, these tenth-year persisters account for about 5% of the 1986 entering
group of students tracked. Making assumptions based on the curves presented in Figures
11 through 14, less than 1% (or, 1 in 5 of these long-time persisters) are likely to receive a
degree at any point beyond the tenth year.

While the overall increase in the number of graduates is small between the sixth year and
the tenth, part-time students exhibit a more significant increase in the proportion of
completers. As Table 16 indicates, among full-time enrolled students who graduate within
ten years, 91% had actually received their degree by the end of the sixth year. For the
part-time students, however, approximately one fourth of the students who graduated
within ten years, did so after the sixth year.

TABLE 16

PROPORTIONAL CHANGE IN DEGREE COMPLETION RATE,
BY DEGREE OBJECTIVE AND ATTENDANCE STATUS,
BETWEEN THE SIXTH AND TENTH YEARS

Portion of 10-year
Number who | Number who

completed completed degree completers who
Degree objective and degrees degrees had completed in 6 or
Enrollment Status within 6 within 10 fewer years

years years

Baccalaureate, 7,745 8,491 ]
Full-Time 61%) (66%) 91%
Baccalaureate, 1,734 2,453 .
Part-Time (17%) (24%) 71%
Associate, 872 953 ]
Full-Time (37%) (40%) . 92%
Associate, 1,276 1,652
Part-Time (12%) (16%) 77%

" This aspect of student transfer will be further explored in a subsequent report to the Commission.
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Suggested Considerations for Future Commission Studies

In order to be consistent with the requirements of Student Right-to-Know, and in order to
adequately compare Indiana with the nation on measures of degree completion rates, the

reporting of baccalaureate degree completion after six years and the reporting of associate
degree completion after three years are necessary.

For purposes of state and Commission interest, staff suggest that associate degree
completion be reported after three years as well as six years.

Based on figures presented here, there does not exist a compelling argument to extend the
Commission’s analysis of degree completion rates beyond six years as part of the standard
reporting methodology. It is, however, suggested that an extended measurement time be

periodically examined to re-assess the desired measurement cycle for Indiana colleges and

universities.

Full-time
Graduated (#)

Graduated (%)

Still Enrolled (#)
Still Enrolled (#%)

Part-time
Graduated (#)
Graduated (%)

Still Enrolled (#)
Still Enrolled (%)

Full-time
Graduated (#)
Graduated (%)

Still Enrolled (#)
Still Enrolled (%)

Part-time
Graduated (#)
Graduated (%)

Still Enrolled (#)
Still Enrolled (%)

Year 1
0
0.0%

12,809
100.0%

Year 1
0

0.0%

10,033
100.0%

Year 1
13
0.6%

2,362
99.5%

Year 1
6
0.1%

10,520
99.9%

0.0%

11,614
90.7%

34
0.3%

6.159
61.4%

176
7.5%

1,566
66.3%

Year 2
74
0.7%

4,238
40.3%

TABLE 17

Baccalaureate
Year3 Year4 Yeard
29 3,257 6.835
0.2% 25.4% 53.4%
10,599 6,803 2,621
82.7% 53.1% 20.5%
Year3 XYeard4d Yeard
96 423 1130
1.0% 4.2% 11.3%
4,999 4,114 2,951
49.8% 41.0% 29.4%
Associate
Year3 Year4 Yeard
505 664 800
21.4% 28.1% 33.9%
829 512 312
35.1% 21.7% 13.2%
Year3 Year4 Year$
415 738 1,035
3.9% 7.0% 9.8%
2,751 1,935 1,378
26.2% 18.4% 13.1%
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7.745
60.5%

1,343
10.5%

1734
17.3%

2,053
20.5%

872
36.9%

210
8.9%

Year 6
1,276
12.1%

1,065
10.1%

8.105
63.3%

893
7.0%

2045
20.4%

1,573
15.7%

901
38.1%

164
6.9%

Year 7
1,424
13.5%

892
8.5%

10-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE RATES,
BY DEGREE OBJECTIVE AND INITIAL ATTENDANCE STATUS:
1986 ENTERING FRESHMEN

8,295
64.8%

633
4.9%

2234
22.3%

1,219
12.1%

923
39.1%

142
6.0%

Year 8
1,515
14.4%

723
6.9%

8.400
65.6%

518
4.0%

2361
23.5%

973
9.7%

942
39.9%

114
4.8%

Year 9
1,588
15.1%

613
5.8%

8,491
66.3%

414
3.2%

2453
24.4%

775
7.7%

Year 10
953
40.3%

94
4.0%

Year 10
1.652
15.7%

528
5.0%



FIGURE 15

10-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE:
FULL-TIME BACCALAUREATE-SEEKING 1986 FRESHMEN
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90% 4

80% -
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50% -
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Year 3 Year 4
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B Graduated
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FIGURE 16

10-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE:
PART-TIME BACCALAUREATE-SEEKING 1986 FRESHMEN
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FIGURE 17

10-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE:
FULL-TIME ASSOCIATE-SEEKING 1986 FRESHMEN
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40% M Graduated
30%
20%
10%
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FIGURE 18
10-YEAR DEGREE COMPLETION AND PERSISTENCE:
PART-TIME ASSOCIATE-SEEKING 1986 FRESHMEN
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DATA APPENDIX

Series A... Associate Students - All Public Campuses (1990 Freshmen)

Series B...Baccalaureate Students - All Public Campuses (1990 Freshmen)

Series C...Certificate Students - All Public Campuses (1990 Freshmen)

Series D...General Second-Year Persistence - All Public Campuses (1990 Freshmen)
Series E... Campus-Specific Data - 2nd-Year Persistence (1990 Freshmen)

Series F ...Campus-Specific Data - Associate Degree Completion (1990 Freshmen)
Series G...Campus-Specific Data - Baccalaureate Degree Completion (1990 Freshmen)
Series H...Campus-Specific Data - Certificate Degree Completion (1990 Freshmen)
Series I....Second-Year Persistence of Fall 1994 Freshmen
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